
so hard to remove. Hence that most effectual of all our remedial
agents, riding on horseback. And in this identical case I happened to
know that the health and happiness of Dr. H. depended very much
upon this mode of gestation. Yours, he.Lebanon (Conn.), April 26, 1838. Joseph Comstock.

P- S.—The smoking moderately of tobacco is one of the very bestremedies, besides riding, for dyspepsia. But the mode of its operationhad long puzzled me, until, in connection with this case and dissection,
I considered its antispasmodic properties, and its tendency to quickenthe peristaltic motion. One thing further. Those who have hernia,
when the intestine is out of place, undergo constant dragging, unbeara-
ble uneasiness without pain, similar to the never-ceasing complaints of
the hypochondriac. J- C.

MEDICAL BOTANY.
BY SAMUEL A. TOOTHAKER, M.D.

To the ETdor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir,—After a lapse of some months, 1 now propose to continue my
communications for the Journal, on Medical Botany ; not so much with
a view to instruct others, as to call the attention of the profession to a
few plants, and to elicit facts from those better acquainted than myself
with their therapeutic properties. S. A. rl.

NO. IX.—HERACLEUM. MASTERWORT. COW-PARSNIP.
Sex Syst.—Class pentandria ; order digynia. Nat. Order.—-Um-

belliferae. Gen. Char.—Fruit with a membranaceous margin ; ribs
three, dorsal, obtuse ; intervals and commissure with clávale spots ;
flowers sub-radiant ; involucre none or irregular, caducous.
Specif. Descrip.—Heracleum lanatum. Leaves teníate, petiolate,

tomentose beneath ; leafets peiioled, round-cordate, lobed ; fruit orbicular
or elliptical, emarginate. It is abundant in many parts of the Eastern and
Middle Slates, h may be found in Dorchester and in Billerica. It grows
in wet meadows, and flowers in June ; has a large, perennial, fibrous root.
Stem from three to five feet high, thick, tubular, pubescent ; umbels
large ; flowers white. This is one of the largest and most beautiful of
our indigenous, umbelliferous plants, but its chief importance is as a

remedy. It has been noticed by a few medical writers, but its value is

not generally known to physicians. It was called heracleum snondy-
"U'n in the first editions of Thacher's Dispensatory ; and by Dr. Orne,
spondylium vulgäre hirsutum, probably from the idea that it was specifi-
cally the same" plant as the oriental cow-parsnip, known by both of
these names. The heracleum spondylium of Linnceus ; foliohs,pm-
natifidis, Uvibus ; floribus vniformibus, is an exotic, called cow-pars-
nip, all-heal, fyc., " which in Siberia grows extremely high, and appearsto have virtues in the cure of dysentery." It has been used lor the
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bite of serpents. Torrey, Eaton, Bigelow, Wood, Michaux, and Will-
denow,all agree in calling the American cow-parsnip heracleum lanatum.
Masterwort is a name which has commonly been given to another

plant not indigenous to this country, the imperitoria obstruthium ; but
it is now, equally with cow-parsnip, given to the heracleum. Neither
the wild parsnip nor Alexanders (Smyrnium aureum) need be mistaken
for heracleum.
The parts of this plant most used in medicine are' the seeds and root.

Of their comparative value I. am yet uncertain. Dr. Bigelow says,
" Its taste is strong and acrid. The bruised root or leaves, externally
applied, excite rubéfaction. It appears to possess a viróse character,and should be used with caution, especially when gathered from a wa-

tery or damp situation." The dried root has an unpleasant smell, some-
what resembling that of valerian, and a nauseous, bitter, pungent taste.
The seeds have a somewhat fragrant odor, and an aromatic, pungent
taste. I have known the latter used freely as a remedy, for some
years, without the slightest symptom of a poisonous effect being causedby them. 1 have also used them freely since engaged in practice, and
have taken them myself, without ever witnessing any effect of this kind.
Yet I am inclined to believe they are possessed slightly of a narcotic
principle. They are a valuable stimulant and carminative, and probably
possess deobstruent and anodyne properties. I have found them of con-
siderable service in gastric and hepatic affections, given in combination
with laxative or cathartic medicines. They are a valuable adjuvant to
senna and salts. I have given them with good success for the relief of
severe strangury pains, and believe them to act as a diuretic to some
extent. By infusion they probably lose a part of their valuable
properties. They may be given in substance or tincture. A strongtincture is easily made of them with alcohol, of which a drachm or two
may be given at a time, and repeated as occasion may require. In sub-
stance from 10 to 30 grains may be taken for a dose.
Perhaps the root may possess more of a narcotic principle than the

seeds, but 1 have eaten a scruple of the dried root without inconve-
nience. Dr. Orne seems to have cured three cases out of five of epi-
lepsy by the free use of this plant, giving two or three drachms of the
dried root daily, and a strong infusion of the tops. " In the hands of
other practitioners," says Dr. Thacher, " this plant has manifested con-
siderable efficacy, exerting its peculiar powers immediately on the sto-mach as an excellent carminative, and, if ¡t does not cure epilepsy, itgenerally mitigates the distressing symptoms attending that disease. In
some cases of dyspepsia, accompanied with flatulences and cardialgía, a
strong decoction of this plant has been given by Dr. Mann with satis-
factory success." Another writer says, " The roots are carminative
and anti-hysteric. They remove hysterical complaints, flatulence, ver-
tigo, dimness of sight, trembling and anxiety—help the appetite, andhave cured the epilepsy."—Family Physician.
There is little reason to doubt the value of heracleum as a remedy fordyspepsia, oppression at the praecordia, vertigo, palpitation, Sic, whendepending on an atonic state of the stomach, causing flatulence and
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acidity ; and, as such affections are common in hysteria, it would doubt-less relieve those symptoms, if it did not exert a direct influence on the
disease. It may act efficiently in suppressed catamenia, and perhaps in
some cases of àmenorrhœa and dysmenurrhœa may have a saluta-
ry effect.
The seeds are highly charged with a volatile, aromatic oil, in which

probably much of their peculiar properties reside. I have never seen
this circumstance alluded to, but am perfectly satisfied of the fact, andthat by distillation they would yield an essential oil in considerable
quantity. If i0 the alcoholic tincture an equal quantity of water be
added, the oil will be seen floating, and, after shaking, a whitish mixturewill be formed.
Cambridgeport, May, 1838.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, MAY 23, 1838

LOUISVILLE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY

With the triumphant establishment of the new school of medicine, at
Louisville, Ky., a new quarterly Journal has also been ushered into
being under the giiidin" influence of the faculty of the Institute. The
specimen number is exceedingly creditable in external appearance,
which is something of a recommendation in the eye of the world. But
its real character is developed in its pages ; and as far as we can dis-
cover, it is destined to become a high toned, elevated, spirited, and in all
respects a valuable repository of western medical literature and science.
Some of the leading articles are too heavy—a fault which can easily be
obviated in future numbers. Dr. Brent's paper on the Extraction of
Nasal Polypus ; Dr. Bell's miscellaneous cases, with remarks ; and
Dr. Rodger's Fatal Case of Rupture of the Uterus occurring at the
fifth month of utero-gestation &c, are decidedly valuable contributions.Professor Caldwell is without'a rival in this country, as a strictly medi-cal writer. There is strength and peculiar vigor in every line of his in-diting—and yet he seems not always to be appreciated, because he is
not always understood. When he designs to be severe, he makes ene-
mies ; and when the lion is in a playful mood, the smaller animals are
afraid to trust themselves too near the lair. With our best wishes for the
individual success of ihe different chairs of ihe Institute, and for the
Journal, too, which must ultimately become. ¡ts special herald, we canheartily recommend both to the encouragement and direct patronage ofthe medical profession.

Dr. Hooker's Essay.—The reader will derive much advantage from a
careful examination of Dr. Hooker's paper continued in this day's Jour-nal. He is a thorough and patient investigator, and therefore comes be-fore the medical public in a way to command their respect.
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